Carrington Infant School

‘Together We Sparkle and Shine’

Religious Education Policy
Date: September 2024

Our Vision

“Together we Sparkle and Shine” is the vision for our school and this principle underpins all the work of
the school.

We aim to create an outstanding, caring school community where everyone is valued and developed to
their full potential as individuals, learners and as members of communities where they will play a part
now and in their future lives.

Our Values

These are the following key values that underpin all the work of the school;
e Kindness
e Respect
e Honesty
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Purpose of the policy

The National Curriculum states the legal requirement that: “Every state-funded
school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and which promotes the spiritual,
moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of
society, and prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of later life.” All state schools must teach religious education to pupils at
every key stage. All schools must publish their curriculum by subject and academic
year online.” (DfE National Curriculum Framework, July 2013, page 4)

Subject Vision

Religious Education forms part of the statutory basic curriculum, along with the
National Curriculum. Buckinghamshire has an Agreed Syllabus for Religious
Education June 2022 (RE), which is the legal basis for RE in county schools and
thus all RE taught at Carrington Infant School will be in accordance with this
syllabus.

RE is important because it enables pupils to learn more about themselves and their
place in the world from their study of religion. Secondly, they can learn about
different religions, which have influenced the lives of many people and the
development of different human cultures.

At Carrington Infant School we encourage pupils to respect and value themselves
and others and to learn from each other. RE helps children to develop their own
beliefs and values and a pattern of behaviour which is consistent with these, which in
turn affects how they behave towards others. Thus RE has a particularly important
contribution to make to the spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of
children.

Aims and Outcomes

The principal aim of RE in our school is as stated in the Agreed Syllabus:

“To contribute educationally to the development of pupils as individuals and
members of society by fostering a reflective approach to life in the context of a
growing understanding of the experiences, attitudes, beliefs and religious practices
of the human race”.

1 To understand the nature, role and influence of religion in the world.
2 To pursue personal quest for meaning, purpose and value.

3 To formulate reasoned opinion/argument.
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RE should help our pupils to:

a. Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and
another religion, exploring similarities and differences between them.

b. Develop an understanding of different religions, beliefs, values and traditions
and understand the influence of these on individuals and communities.

c. Develop children’s thinking skills and the ability to make reasoned and
informed judgements about religious and moral issues.

d. Explore their own and others understanding of the world.
e. Reflect on experiences, behaviour and opinions.
f. Develop their sense of identity and belonging, preparing for life in society.

g. Develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold
different beliefs from their own and to see things from others perspective.
Develop a positive attitude towards living in a multicultural society.

h. Enhance their own spiritual, moral, cultural, personal and social development.

RE does not seek to promote religious beliefs upon pupils, nor compromise their own
beliefs, religious or otherwise.

Teaching and Learning

At Carrington Infant School we teach RE through units of work taken from the
Buckinghamshire Agreed Syllabus. (2022 — 2027). This is supported by schemes of
work which introduce the children to the units through a range of interesting topics.
Children learn about religion through a variety of teaching methods including
discussion, whole class and group work, music, art, handling artefacts, dance and
drama.

We aim to include in our programme, where appropriate, visits to places of worship
and to invite friends, relatives, governors and those from the wider community to talk
about and share with us, their religion and culture. This will include visits from local
churches to individual classes and assemblies. Teachers will at all times follow the
school’s Health and Safety policy during any out of school visits
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Curriculum Overview

By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils should have had opportunities to enhance their
own spiritual and moral development by:

Talking about things that matter to them

Listening to what others have to say

Talking about some of the puzzling questions in life
Exploring the sense of belonging to a community
Exploring the differences between right and wrong
Expressing themselves creatively

Discussing feelings eg happy/angry/sad

Exploring times of quiet and reflection

Talking about things being fair / unfair

Responding to the wonder and beauty of the natural world
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Cross curricular Links

Children will learn about religion through a variety of teaching methods including
discussion, whole class and group work, music, art, handling artefacts, dance and
drama.

Visits to places of worship, books, pictures and films will be used where appropriate.

Assessment and Learning

At Carrington Infant School in KS1 we use PITA (point in time assessment) for a
sample group of children who are tracked on Target Tracker using our
skills/lknowledge tracker. Any children working below age expected standards are
noted and discussed at pupil progress meetings.

We assess through our RE assemment document, which covers the aims of the
SACRE Bucks Agreed Syllabus.
This includes;

To understand the nature, role and influence of religion and worldviews locally,
nationally, and globally, pupils:

e Show basic knowledge and understanding of Christianity and at least one
other faiths and worldviews, exploring similarities and differences between
them.

To reflect on questions of meaning, purpose, and value pupils:
« Reflect on personal experience and say how it is linked to feelings and

opinions
« Appreciate the experiences, feelings, and opinions of others.
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To formulate reasoned opinion and argument pupils

e Give one or more reasons for an opinion, based on appropriate factual
knowledge and understanding

It is recognised that there are aspects of RE that can not and should not be
assessed for example, the level of spirituality of pupils or the degree to which the
children are willing to reveal their own views and beliefs. Furthermore, assessment
does not include making judgements of pupils’ values and sense of right and wrong.

Resources

Here at Carrington we welcome school staff and pupil’s families to talk to pupils
about their faiths and to share important reglious festivals that they celebrate with us
as part of class lessons and assemblies.We also have a range of bibles both
childrens and New International Version that the children can explore. There are also
many religious artefacts which we use in lessons to help to explain and engage. We
have good links with local churches, expecially Christ Church, which we use for
school visits and special festivals.

9.Roles and Responsibilities

The RE subject lead manages this area of the curriculum which includes learning
walks, book looks and pupil voice. The RE lead prepares the curriculum map and
progression document to ensure continuity between classes.

Class teachers teach the RE curriculum and the RE lead offers support where
needed.

10.Inclusion

RE is an entitlement for all pupils regardless of their age, ability, gender, race or their
own particular belief or lack of belief.Teachers will make adaptations to meet the
needs of all pupils, to enable them to access the curriculum. As the subject matter of
RE sometimes raises sensitive issues, it is important that teachers are aware of and
are sensitive to the background and personal circumstances of their pupils. Parents
may ask that a child should be wholly or partly excused from RE, as stated under the
1944 and 1988 Education Acts. This should only take place after consultation with
the Head teacher.



